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LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS

g’@ World Health

EEF Organization N. gonorrhoeae can be diagnosed by culture or nucleic
acid amplification tests (NAATSs) and, in some instances,

Gram stain. NAATs are highly sensitive and specific

diagnostic tests that can be conducted on a wide range
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WHO GUIDELINES FOR THE

Treatment of of samples, including urine, vulvovaginal, cervical and
. . urethral swabs. NAATs have a sensitivity of over 90%,
Nelsser’a gonorrhoeae which is higher than for culture (> 85%). The sensitivity

varies by NAAT type and is frequently lower for rectal
and pharyngeal samples. The lower specificity
(98.1-99.7%) of some, particularly early generation,
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